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I will be arguing that a rhetorically sound 
definition of genre must be centered not on the 
substance or the form of discourse but on the 
action it is used to accomplish. To do so, I will 
examine the connection between genre and 
recurrent situation and the way in which genre 
can be said to represent typified rhetorical 
action. 

(Carolyn Miller, "Genre as Social Action")



The situation controls the rhetorical response in 
the same sense that the question controls the 
answer and the problem controls the solution. 

(LLoyd Bitzer, "The Rhetorical Situation")



[I]n order to understand recurrence, it is 
necessary to reject the materialist tendencies in 
situational theory. 

Situations are social constructs that are the result, 
not of “perception,” but of “definition.” 

(Carolyn Miller, "Genre as Social Action")



What recurs cannot be a material configuration 
of objects, events, and people, nor can it be a 
subjective configuration, a "perception," for 
these, too, are unique from moment to moment 
and person to person. Recurrence is an 
intersubjective phenomenon, a social 
occurrence, and cannot be understood on 
materialist terms. 

(Carolyn Miller, "Genre as Social Action")



Perceiving statements only within the process of 
social negotiation of a socially constructed 
reality ignores the individual's powers of 
observation and language's ability to adjust to 
observed reality. 

(Charles Bazerman, "What Written Knowledge Does")  

[T]he extent to which discourse is constitutive of 
world view would seem to be a matter of 
investigation rather than assumption. 

(John Swales, Genre Analysis: English in Academic and 
Research Settings)



No one has ever doubted that truth and politics 
are on rather bad terms with each other, and no 
one, as far as I know, has ever counted 
truthfulness among the political virtues. 

[F]acts and events . . . constitute the very texture 
of the political realm. 

Conceptually, we may call truth what we 
cannot change; metaphorically, it is the ground 
on which we stand and the sky that stretches 
above us. 

(Hannah Arendt, “Truth and Politics")



Rhetorical situation may be defined as a 
complex of persons, events, objects, and 
relations presenting an actual or potential 
exigence . . . 

(LLoyd Bitzer, "The Rhetorical Situation")



To say the situation is objective, publicly 
observable, and historic means that it is real or 
genuine—that our critical examination will certify 
its existence. 

(LLoyd Bitzer, "The Rhetorical Situation")


