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Why we work together 



❖ make a case for genre-approach pedagogy as a tool to 

empowerment of Czech/Teutonic writers 

❖ share our experience with incorporating the genres-

approach and other teaching methods into our blended-

learning AW courses  

❖ see/hear how others do things 

We are here to: 



Writing Cultures 

Central 

European/Teutonic  

Anglo-American  

Relationship Writer--

Reader 

Reader responsibility Writer responsibility 

Overall coherence Implicit (thesis not 

required) 

Explicit 

Text/paragraph 

structure 

No unified model 

Bottom-up  

Spiral 

Predictable patterns 

Top-down 

Linear 

Authorial self-

reference 

Fewer personal 

statements 

More impersonal 

constructions 

More personal 

statements 



Features of academic texts written 

in Czech (Chamonikolasová, J., 2004) 

❖ free structure 

❖ explicit ‘thesis’ not required 

❖ intention disclosed gradually 

❖ less consistent use of formal means 

❖ intuitive paragraph structure and text division 

❖ as many details as possible 

❖ ornate language 

 



The most troublesome differences... 

Czech writing tends to be descriptive but high impact 

journals want to see arguments 

Czech education teaches orthography and sentence analyses 

BUT little is done with composition 

No room for analytical writing in Czech schools 

   



❖ Publishing requirements for PhD students written into a law 

❖ Expectations for doctoral students to publish (also in English) 

higher and higher  

❖ Few supervisors have the know-how and time to help their 

students with writing 

❖ Intercultural differences in writing studied theoretically 

(linguists) with little spill over into practice 

 



How to teach academic writing to 

doctoral students to help them 

overcome intercultural barriers in 

writing? 

Genre-approach pedagogy combined with other 

approaches may be part of the answer 



A sample abstract: English abstract 

with a “Czech” structure 

 

❖ Not necessarily a representative example; however, not 

uncommon 

❖ Shows bottom-up, descriptive writing 

 

 

 



Morphological variation in Marcusenius angolensis 

Mormyrids including bulldog fishes from the genus Marcusenius are 

native to … within continental Africa. Eight native bulldog species are 

known in Angola, the only species known for the Cuanza River 

catchment. During an ichthyological survey of Cuanza River….we 

captured four individuals of the bulldog fish, and further 18 were 

obtained from local market...In this study, we critically compared 

morphological measurements with the identification key of South 

African bulldog fish species. We report some of the observed 

morphological characters falling out of the proposed ranges for M. 

angolensis. Since the key has been based only on five individuals of 

M. angolensis, the morphological variability has probably been 

underestimated. We further present a set of all morphological 

characteristics…Previously, an identification key focused on South 

African bulldog fish species was published. Since only five individuals 

of M. angolensis were analysed, the morphological variability could 

be undervalued. 



A sample abstract move 

analysis/reverse outline 

Introduction/Background 

Methods 

Purpose (mixed with methods) 

Results 

Introduction/Background 

Results 

Introduction/Background/Research problem 

 

 

 





Embedding genre approach in our 

blended-learning academic writing 

course  

 

❖ Raising awareness of cultural differences in writing  

❖ Introducing the idea of rhetorical moves in an abstract  

❖ Giving students an opportunity to recognize and understand 

the moves (corpus collections and abstract analysis) 

❖ Using the moves as a planning tool (abstract planning sheet) 

❖ Writing the first draft 

❖ F2F conversations about the student’s research 

❖ Rewriting the draft 

 

 



What do our students say? 



Q: “What did you think about 

collecting and analyzing a corpus 

of abstracts?” 

 

 That surprised me. A new world has opened 

up. I had never conceived that there is some 

kind of “a pattern” and then seeing that there 

is, it’s reassuring. When you have a structure, 

you can start completing it - you have 

somewhere to start... 
 



Q: “Has anything in particular 

helped you in improving your 

writing skills?”  

 
I think the most useful thing for me is to have a 

plan of how things should be written (e.g. 

moves in an abstract).  Maybe, what I like best 

was the idea of moves in abstracts. 

At first, I had my doubts when I found out that 

the whole semester is about one abstract. Only 

with the second draft I realized how much to 

learn there is for me. In fact, I didn't really know 

that the science of writing is so developed in 

English speaking countries. It is a big 

inspiration for my teaching profession. 
 



When I used to read abstracts I never even 

thought of criticising the way they are written. I 

simply considered them as something that is 

always correct and when I had a hard time to 

understand, I just blamed myself for not being 

good enough.   
 



Genres-approach as a tool to 

empowerment 

❖ More confidence to write (I have a plan…) 

❖ More confidence to question and critique (I didn’t know 

there was something to look for…) 

❖ Skills to transfer into writing in Czech 

❖ Inspiration for teaching 

❖ Aid to logical thinking and developing one’s ideas  



 

❖ Form over content? 

❖ Threats to creativity? 

❖ Students with lower-level English 

❖ Is it enough to teach just a few motivated PhD 

students? 

❖ How to train future instructors? 

  

 

 

Challenges for the future 





28 

 Thank you! 

krosolova@gmail.com 

alena.kasparkova@vsb.cz 


