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Context and research question  

• This study is part of my PhD project: (Academic) Writing Instruction 

in Teacher Education: A Study of Teacher Educators’ Literacy 

Practices  

 

 

• This presentation builds on the first article from the project: “Teacher 
educators’ talk about academic writing instruction practices: 
Collective meaning-making in collegial conversations” 

 

 

• Research question: How do teacher educators co-construct 

meaning in collegial conversations about academic writing 

instruction practices? 
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Theoretical perspectives  

• Sociocultural perspectives on learning (Vygotsky)  
– Thought, language, interaction – key components of knowledge 

construction  

  

• Dialogical and communicative perspectives (Bakthin, Linell) 
– Meaning-making as a joint endeavor, embodying both individual 

and social processes, negotiated and maintained in collaborative 

interplays 

 

• Spoken language = a tool for “inter-thinking” (Mercer) 
– For constructing knowledge, sharing understanding, and tackling 

problems collaboratively 
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Methodology  

• Participants 

– Six teacher educators from five disciplines at one teacher 

training institution  
 

• Material  

– 22 episodes from 5 interdisciplinary collegial conversations 
 

• Analytic approach 

– Communicative projects (Linell, 1998): What appears to be 

the intended purpose of the interaction?  

– Communicative acts (Linell, 1998): How do they shape their 

discourse to achieve the intended purpose?  

– Types of talk: Cumulative, exploratory, disputational (Mercer, 

2000)  
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Anaysis: Results  
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Findings: Opening dialogic spaces   

• Teacher educators’ talk was predominantly cumulative and descriptive 
– Promoting collegial alignment, support and consensus (Havnes, 2009; Junge, 

2012; Kvam, 2018; Ohlsson, 2013) 

  

• Descriptive talk in the episodes: Opening dialogic spaces    
– Does not only describe; also appears to function a tool for the teacher educators to  

• Verbalize and make explicit their potentially tacit knowledge  

• Identify similar experiences 

• Have their experiences and beliefs recognized and affirmed by colleagues 

  

– Seem to carry the potential to be transformative 
• Provide opportunity for the teacher educators to expand their knowledge and 

deepen their understanding of their own and their colleagues’ perspectives, 
beliefs, practices with regards to academic writing instruction 
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Findings: Opening dialogic spaces 

• Interdisciplinary collegial conversations in teacher education can 

open dialogic spaces in that they might 
– Carry a potential for an increased understanding or knowledge-creation 

in individual teachers 

– Represent a way to a greater “collective awareness” of writing 
instruction across disciplines in teacher education by adding to the 

knowledge about academic writing instruction in teacher education in 

general  

 


