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Research 

focus

The aim of our study -

to explore international studentsô 

experiences of the confirmation stage 

of their PhD journey



Surrey context - processes

» Confirmation examination / confirmation viva

» Normally takes place between 12 and 15 months after initial 

registration for full-time PhD and MD students

» Involves a written report, (sometimes) an oral presentation and 

a discussion with examiners

» Result: permitted to continue on the degree or required to 

resubmit



Academic 

persona

Externally facing

Academic persona ïa kind of ñpublic self whose original status comes from intellectual work 

and thinkingò (Marshall, 2015, p.123)

Performing a persona through spoken and written genres (Heron and Yakovchuk, 2021)

Indicators (e.g. authorial voice)

Communities of practice and legitimate peripheral participation
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Beginning the journey 

of developing 

academic persona

» Rituals: extremely satisfying rituals of 

initiation and acceptance into the 

academic ótribeôò (Carter, 2012, p. 281).

» Legitimate peripheral participation 

(Lave & Wenger, 1991).

» The PhD can be viewed as the ómain 

apprenticeship into academic lifeô 

(Tusting et al. 2019). Feedback plays a 

major role in this enculturation.



The PhD 

confirmation

ñPhD confirmation reports, therefore, 

not only are gatekeeping and judging 

students' quality to undertake a 

doctoral research project but give 

students an important enculturation 

experience in which they are 
apprenticed to the disciplinary 
argumentation ò. (Jiang & Ma, 2018, 

p. 11)


