UKRAINETT STEERING GROUP MEETING 28 NOVEMBER 2023

Agenda:
1. Steering group members report on Ukraine-related activities taking place in the
respective organisations/institutions
The Wergeland Centre initiative for support to Ukraine’s reconstruction (Nataliya/Aadne)
Contribution to Ukraine-event in February
The Nordic network initiative, status
Funding of network activities
Planning for 2023
The statutes, ready to be adopted?
Any other issues?

ONU A~ WN

Present: Aadne, Marthe, Oleksandra, Geir, Kristian, Anatolii, Maryna, Nataliya, Martin

Minutes by: Marthe
Chaired by: Aadne

Steering group members report on Ukraine-related activities taking place in
the respective organisations/institutions

UiA:
An NFR project about the EU agreement.

Outreach events locally; lectures about Ukraine, respons to the war, lecture for teacher in high
school.

Exchange modules in other courses at the uni. Lecture on the role of media during the war and in the
conflict since 2014

Lecture about the future of EU-Ukraine relations. Membership.
Participated in the conference in Bergen. Legal studies. Several Ukrainian researchers were there.

Working on a book on EU — Ukrainian relations. “Ukraine a new EU member?” Some chapters based
on papers from the conference in Bergen. To be submitted autumn 2023.

Wergeland Centre

Expected a delegation from the ministry of education. They could not come. Seminar with KS.
Creating a coalition of different actors working with Ukraine. A network with other actors than
researchers.

FFI



On October 20, FFl hosted a conference in Lillestrem, devoted to the war in Ukraine and the future
European security order. More than 80 had signed up for the conference, and several hundred
followed the live stream. Presentations by Ine Eriksen Sgreide, Tor Bukkvoll, Pavel Baev, Liliila Oprysk
and many others. Summary of the conference and video of the presentations are available here.

Working on a book. Edited by Tormod Heier. It will be a book discussing the political and military
implications of the war, published by Fagbokforlaget. Expected to come out in spring. First drafts
submitted.

A lot of media interest. It has increased since October since the new attacks on infrastructure.

There will be a conference next week at Nydalen Radisson Blue on military aspects of the war,
December 6 — 8. Organized by the Norwegian Military Academy. Perhaps too military for this
audience. But a big event with significant international participation, including from Ukraine.

Event on January 12 at the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. Topic is Norway’s security
situation after the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Kristian Atland, Marianne Riddervoll and @ystein
Tunsjp will give talks there. Open to the general public. More info is available here.

uvio

Valref project. Put together a survey in March conducted in April. On civil society resilience.
Published by Andrew Wilson. https://rusi.org/explore-our-
research/publications/commentary/resilient-ukraine

Valref had a large survey to be launched on Feb 23....
Using longitude data to write an article in the US.
Cynthia Buckley did a presentation on migration” Whole nation walking” presented at a conference

Patronage and Cohesion. Paper to be presented at this seminar. On the period before the war.

Teaching: We have a course in Ukrainian. More than 40 following that course.

| have been teaching History, politics in Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova.

uUiB
Two major events this autumn.

Ukraine on the way to the EU conference at the faculty of law. A successful event. A large, well
attended event. Presentations are available on You Tube.

Another event at Bergen Global — sexual violence in the war in Ukraine.
The book launch of Oksana Zabushko’s essay Min lengste reise.
At Fritt ord next week Monday and Tuesday — literature, art and Media. More info later.

This years Fritt ord Free Media Awards was in October — all prices went to Ukrainian journalists and
media. See Fritt Ord’s website for more information.



https://www.ffi.no/aktuelt/arrangementer/ukraina-krigen-og-den-europeiske-sikkerhetsordenen
https://dnva.no/detskjer/2022/11/norges-sikkerhetspolitiske-omgivelser-etter-russlands-invasjon-av-ukraina
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frusi.org%2Fexplore-our-research%2Fpublications%2Fcommentary%2Fresilient-ukraine&data=05%7C01%7Cmartheha%40oslomet.no%7Cb43a007e0d944e91553108dad12c1027%7Cfec81f12628645508911f446fcdafa1f%7C0%7C0%7C638052284438099755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aWmlSgwX8c17ISugUcTBOvG6wzT%2FmrHqbaykbEKDHQk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frusi.org%2Fexplore-our-research%2Fpublications%2Fcommentary%2Fresilient-ukraine&data=05%7C01%7Cmartheha%40oslomet.no%7Cb43a007e0d944e91553108dad12c1027%7Cfec81f12628645508911f446fcdafa1f%7C0%7C0%7C638052284438099755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aWmlSgwX8c17ISugUcTBOvG6wzT%2FmrHqbaykbEKDHQk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.uib.no/en/jur/155726/ukraine-way-eu-membership
https://frittord.no/nb/aktuelt/fem-ukrainske-fotografer-journalister-og-medier-far-free-media-awards-for-2022

Nord:

Project NUPAS (??)—since 2003. Trying to negotiate with the ministry to prolong. Norway has not
decided how to help Ukraine..

A material database. Vetarans needing adaptation — the amount of them will increase.

Another project. A double degree (Ukrainain/Norwegian) on PHD level. Both Phd students will
present at the Ukrainett seminar.

Connect to Marie Currie Project’s funding for Ukraine.
Bodg municipality — helping Ukrainian municipalities. KS initiative.

Erasmus capacity building. Based on what we have done with social adaptation of veterans -now we
want to do something similar with IDPs. Application in February. We cooperate with many Ukrainian
universities and a polish university. How to help IDPs in Ukraine — but also in Poland and Norway.

Double degree on Master level. 36 students for three years. Problem that male students are not
allowed to leave. We have students for the new semester.

Each January we have an international seminar. We are working on it. 12 January? We will send
information.

The Wergeland Centre initiative for support to Ukraine’s reconstruction

The Wergeland Centre, together with other Norwegian institutions that have worked in Ukraine for a
number of years have observed that Norgwegian government funding to Ukraine goes to fewer
Norwegian institutions with comptetence on Ukraine, and more is channelled via international
humanitarian organizations.

The Wergelanld Center and partner institutions have met on two occasions to discuss how this
funding strategy of the Norwegian government can be changed. The task: Give them input as to how
to make use of the human capital present in Norway among various actors.

The main purpose of joining forces: How to help Ukraine in a longterm perspective?

Possible actions: Promote a hearing on Ukraine in Stortinget.

Media: joint op ed /kronikk

A joint event in February (?) targeted at policy-makers in order to draw more attention to the
problems of Ukraine and the Norwegian approach to helping. The help given by Norway should be
given in the most efficient way.

For discussion: What should be Ukrainett’s role in this?

Steering group members supported that UKRAINETT should engage in this enlarged network.
Endorsed plans of a parliament hearing, the planned kronikk, and involvement in planning the
February event.

It was stressed that we should bring on the message that we need competence on Ukraine in Norway
and that can only happen if funding is channelled through Norwegian actors. Research funding for
Ukraine from NFR is lacking. The framining is important: If we frame it as migration issues of IDPs and
how to assist the society with the large influx of refugees - it might inspire politicians.



Funding of network activities

We have approached MFA and NFR for funding of the network and network activities. No positive
response so far.

It was discussed whether we should make an initiative to charge UKRAINETT membership fees for
universities. Several members expressed reluctance and thought this would be difficult.

A second round with MFA was suggested after adopting the statutes.

Seek activity-based funding, e.g. from Fritt Ord was also suggested.

The Nordic Network initiative

UKRAINETT has been approached by scholars in Stockholm who have established a . Based on this
initiative UKRAINETT approached NordForsk to ask if there are any openings for support for a Nordic
network. Together with researchers in Sweden and Finland, and the University of Agder we have
come up with an idea to arrange annual Nordic- Balitic conferences. An application has been sent for
funding with the Nordic Council of Ministres.

University of Agder, Anne Pintsch is now leading the initiative. We do not yet have any result, but we
have made corrections to the applications on demand from Nordforsk. We have been promised

If we get the funds there will be a conference in Stockholm in 2023. The network will consist of
working groups that everyone will fit in to.

Since we do not have funding for Ukrainett — we can have this as our annual conference and then
Ukrainett can arrange smaller seminars like the one we arrange these days.

The UKRAINETT statutes

The statutes were endorsed by the Steering group and recommended to be put forward for a vote in
the General meeting.



